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Introduction 

Residential agents in the state of Texas are fortunate to have standardized forms to use in the 
vast majority of their transactions. In some states they have no such forms and consequently a 
great deal of time is spent (wasted?) in each transaction negotiating what contract form or 
forms are to be used. Lawyers are often brought in the handle this function, and although legal 
consul is always a good thing for the parties to have, without some standardized forms to use 
as a starting point the transaction may become more complicated, lengthy, and expensive for 
the buyers and sellers. 

All of the TREC forms are residential in nature. Commercial real estate has too many different 
types of properties and entails too many variables to lend itself to standardized forms. All of 
TREC’s forms may be found at TREC’s website www.trec.texas.gov and may be downloaded from 
there.  

The Texas Association of Realtors® also has many forms available to members of that 
association and may be found at www.texasrealtors.com. In addition, TAR provides zipForm 
software to its members at no charge. Our focus in this course will remain on the TREC forms. 

Two contract classes have been required to obtain a real estate license in Texas since September 
of 2012. One in general contract law and the other specifically in the TREC forms. Although this 
makes a great deal of sense it is often noted that pre-license students have no real context 
within which to internalize the material presented. Therefore it is our hope that this workshop, 
taken after the agent has had some real-world experience in the marketplace, will assist the 
Texas agent with providing knowledgeable service to the people of Texas. 

Let’s take a look at the 1-4 Family contract, paragraph by paragraph, and sentence by sentence 
and examine the issues and common misunderstandings associated with each. You will learn 
aspects of the contract that the vast majority of agents on the street are not familiar with. Learn 
what the pro’s know and how to use that to your client’s advantage. This course is a great follow-
up to Lloyd’s The Rules and Regulations of TREC’s Forms.  
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